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United States Senate,
Select Committee to Study Government
Operations with Respect to
Intelligence Activities,
Washington, D. C.
The Committee met, pursuant to notice, at 23135 o'clock

p.m., in Room 608, Capitol Hill Hotel, Senator Richard S.

Schweiker, presiding.

Present: Senator Schweiker. (presiding).

WARD & PAUL

Alsoc Present: James Johnston, Paul Wallach and
Michael Madigan, Professional staff Members.
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410 First Street, S.E., Wathington, D.C. 20003

TESTIMONY:OF THOMAS umésmz‘s' .
, Mr. Johnston. .WOu%d you ataﬁa fof Eﬁe reéofdxféu full
name and address? |
Mr. Karamessines. Thomas Karamessines, 6726¢Kennedy
Lane, Falls Church, Virgini@. __\
Mr. Johnston. And you hgve previoﬁlly testified before

the Committee, and have been furnished a copy of the rules,

and are aware of your right to counsel with regard to the

Committee, is that correct? -

Mr. Karamessines., Yes,

Mr. Johnston. Let the record show that Senator
Schweiker\will be ﬁere presently.

But it is my understanding, Mr. Karamessines, that it
is agreeable to go ahead without the Senator presedt?

Mr. Karamessines. Yes.

Mr., Johnson. Would you state for the record your posi-
tion with the Agency in the fall of 19637

Mr. Karamessines. I was Assistant Deputy Director for
Plens. |

Mr. Johnson. And the Director for Plans was Mr. Helms,

.i8 that correct?

Mr. Karamessines., Correct.
Mr. Johnston. And would you describe briefly --
Mr. Karamessines. I should correct that. The Deputy

Director for Plans, that is the title, Deputy Director for
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Mr. JOhnaéahéﬂthatvis corfect. WOﬁld you atatérbriefly
your rile as Assistant.to Mr. Helms?

Mr. Ka:amessines.; It was generally to keep abreast of
our operational projegﬁs, to review the daily cable and other
traffic for referral to Mr. Helms, ané mattera<b£‘§;rticu1ar
interesat. to him, to assist him by looking after man#qerial
problems relating to the general administration 6: the
pirectorate of Plans, and to act in his place when he was
away. '

Mr. Johnston. Were there any other Assistant Directors
for Plans? . : ’ i

s

Mr. Karamessines. In the Deputy Directorate for Plans?

Mr. Johnsten. That is correct.

Mr. Karamessines. No. g

Mr. Johnston. And did Mr. Helms have an Executive

Officer? -

Mr. Karamessines. Yes, he had one or two. But I don't

recall who they were at that time.

Mr. Johnston. And would you distinguish your function

from theirs? N
Mr. Kargmessines. Yes. The Executive Officer would
have h;d no command or line responsibility, whereas 1 did.
Mr. Johnston. Let me go to the period bgfore the

assassination of President Kennedy.

TOP SECRET
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;fnnd'éorreffeﬁhingg.memory,nﬁee Harry Oswald visited

ﬁégico‘city in-September and eafiy October of 1963, and CIA
surveillance there picked up thé fact of his visit to the
Soviet Embassy.

And I want to éhow you Director HalnageiNumher 74830
of 10 October 1963. Principally I am interested in the. fact
that on the third page of that you are the authenticating
Officer. And I will give you a chance to perruse the message.

Mr. Kgramesaines. Actually I am the relegsing officer.

Mr. Johnston. You are the releasihg officer?

Mr; Karamessine., That is right. I don't know who some
of the other people here are, because their names are not
listed.. Thé only name that has been left on here is my name
as releasing officer, right?

Mr. Johnston. Right. Then the originating unit is
what on that message?

Mr. Karamessine. WH=3, Mexico.

Mr. Johnston. What you your capacity be as reviewing
officer of that message?

Mr. Karamessines. To make sure that it wasn't vialating:
any particular policies of ours, particularly since it was
dealinj with a man who at least had been American, and might
stili be an Aherican. And we were taking an interest in this

fellow even though he wasn't an American. And normally we

wouldn't do that, unless there was good reason -- as there

TOP SECRET




o
2
<
o
&
e
3
<
3

410 First Street, S.€., Washington, D.C. 20003,

Xeebenniay

L )
LAY

A NN e '

‘Qbéioﬁsly'wailin’ihié case,'beéausé,he'had}béenfﬁiﬁafiﬂ;; and
ha@ defected, officially defected to the Soviet Union, accord-
ing to this measage in 195%.

Mr, Johnston. We are operating with a.zerqx copy of the
message. But is that a copy of your-aiqnatﬁrefsnlthe third
page? ' '

Mr. Karamessines. Yes.

Mr. Johnston. And with that is it fair to establish
that you at least ;ead the message and knew of the activity
on the date you read the message?

Mr. Karamessines. I read the message., And it concerns
a Marine defector to the Soviet Union who appareﬁtly, accord-
ing to the incoming message to whiéh this was a response,
was trying to get in touch with some Soviets or Cubans in
Mexico. That would be the extent of my interest in it at the
time. And I would have ascertained that this certainly was
a legitimate interest of the CIA in an Ameriéan, as an ‘
exception to the general rule.

Mr. Johnston. Do you know of any operational interest
that the CIA had in Oswald?

Mr. Katamessines. ‘No, never at any time to my knowledge.

Mr. Johnston. Were you aware that in the fall of 1963
the CIA took an interest in the ?air Play for Cuba Committee?

Mr. Karamessines. I didn't know that.

Mr. Johnston. Were you later aware of it?

TOP SECRET
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‘Mr.fkgramessinesg thayglqeep_allqgg&iongvgfiiﬁaf; I
don't know wheéhér thaéwis ﬁihé or ﬁét. N | |

Mr. Johnstoﬁ. But you had no involvement in any
contemplated action or operatioq?

- Mr. xaramessineg. ”No. absolutely not.

Mr. Johnston; Were yod knowledgeable of the CIA progarm
operations directéd'égainst Cuba? -

Mr. Karamessines. Generally, in very general terms, yes.

Mr. Johnston. And those were run by whom at the time
in the fall of 196372 .

Mr. Karamessines. They had had the Bay of Pigs:the
previoﬁs yvear, right?

Mr. Johnston. No, 1961, April and May of 1961.

Mr. Karamessines. That is right, 1961. I don't know

whether the Cuban activity has been --me recollection doesn't

permit me to say with assurance that the Cuban activity had

been transferred back, had been transferred to the WH Division,

or if it continued to function as a special staff of some
kind, I don't recall. But it was one or the other.

Mr. Johnston. Was Mr. Fitzgerald the Head of the Cuban
Division?

Mr. Karamessines. He was at one time, yes, before he

became DP at one time, he was in charge, yes.

Mr. Johnston. And did he have a unit called Ehe;Special'

Affairs Staff charged with Cuban operations?

TOP SECRET
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Mr. Kaféﬁehéihek. Yes, he did at- one point.,

Mr. Johnston. Who had in the £all of 1963 counterintelli

L]

gence responsibility for Cuban matters?
Mr. Karamessines. General Cuban matters?
Mr. Johnston. Yes.‘ ) i
Mr. Karamessines, Counterintelligence ;asponsibility,
in a case like that, would have been an integral part of the

special Staff, with the assistance and the contribution and ‘

dan '

1
the general staff supervision of our Counterintelligence Staff,]

the senior Counterintelligence Staff.
Mr. Johnston. And that would have beén -

Mr. Karamessines. Mr. Angleton's Office.

Mr. Johnston. Mr. Angleton's Office. Was the Special
Affairs Counterintelligence separate from the general
Counterintelligence Staff?

Mr. Karamessiﬁes. I would have been. How much of it |
they had, I don't know.

Mr. Johnston. Who coordinated the Spgcial Affairs Staff
counterintelligence withe Counterintell}gence Division?

Mr. Karamessines. They just coordinated directly, I
would imagine. I don't think we had an addit;onal officer
appointed to the former coordination function. They would ﬁavé
been required -~ normally that would be the S0P --.to

coordinate their actions with the senior Counterintelligence

Staff.
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Johnston. ".Wds it SOP for SAS ‘to inform the

.
Counterintelligenég staff of all -~

Mr. Karamessines. I don’t know that. >I was not very
close to the whole Cuban activity. It was an activity that had

been given birth while I was abroad. And it had its disaster

in late 1961. And I was brought back in 1962 as a DDP in
March. And my guess would be that it was a conscious deéision
not to involve me too closely in the remnanté of the other _
activity.

Mr. Johnston. Moving to the assassination of President
Kenney and the day of the assassination, how was the matter ;
and the problem and.the investigation if any, of the assassina-

tion handled immediately upon receiving word? Was there any

task force created to handle the matter?

Mr. Karamessines. I don't recall the creation of any
task force. But I do remember that because the Counterintellii
gence Staf% was responsible in any case for conducting our :
iiaison with the other American intelligence security agencies,
especially the FBI, the Secret Service, that the Counterin-
telligence Staff was designated, to my best recollection now,
as the focal point for the receipt of requests for information
from these other agencies, and for responding to those
requests for information. And as a resqlt of that, as far as

I can now recall, all communications going out to Secret

Service or FBI in response to requests for information were

TOP SECRET
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prepared by the Connterintelligence Staff, and wera.eithet sent
directly by that Staff, or if the content warranted, they were
brought up the line for review and signature by Mr. Helms or
myself in his absence.

Mr. Johnston. And again, just 80 that wa are clear, when

»

you refer to Counterintelligence Staff you are'teferring to
Mr. Angleton's operation?
Mr. Karamessines. Yes, I am.

Mr. Johnston. What about the Cuban Counterintelligence

Staff, how were they staffed in the investigation?
Mr. Karamessines. You mean SAS? : |

. I

Mr. Johnston. Yes. !

i
Mr. Karamessine. Which we mentioned earlier?

N
~

Mr. Johnston. ‘Yes. . {
Mr. Karamessines. I don't know if they were still in

being at that time. But if they were -—- I don't know the

answer to your question, but my assumptioﬁ would be that
anything they had to contribute would have been funneled into
the Counterintelligence Staff.
~ Mr. Johnston. Did you ever specifically -~ do you
recall asking them to make a contribution yourself?

‘Mr. Karamessines. 1I?

Mr. Johnston. Yes.

Mr. Karamessines. No, I do not.

Mr. Johnston. Do you recall any correspondence of any
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intbtmation?

Mr. Karamessines., No, I do not. There may have been,
there may have been instructions from Mr. Helms, for example,
to Mr. Fitzgerald. But I don't recall seeing asy such -
instructions. ‘

Mr. Johnston. Did you ever participate in meetings or
sea correspondence in which Mf. Helms'directed Mr. Angleton
to perform those functions for the Counterintelligence Staff?

Mr. Karamessines. No. But Mr. Angleton cértainly was
performing them, and he wouldn't have stepped in to take over
the activity if Mrm.ﬂelms hadn't made it plain tﬁat that was
the way he wanted it handled.

Mr. Johnston. Who was Mr. J. C. King in this era?

Mr. Karamessines.' He was at this time, I believe, the
Chief of the Western Hem.sphere Division.

Mr. Johnston. For the Deputy Directorate for Plans?
Mr. Karamessines. Right., -

Mr. Johnston. And to the best of your recollectiodn, who

was Jack Whitney?

of the DDP, But gpat capacity he was serving in at that
pa@ticulaf‘point, I don't remember.
Mr. Johnston. Was he at that time involved-with SAS?
Mr. Karamessines. I don't know.

Mr. Johnston. Was Mr. King?

TOP SECRET g
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been generally avare of SAS'B activitiel, aince they ‘Were ‘takin
place within his geographical area, as a Special Staff.

Mr. Johnston. Did he hava operational control of SAS?

Mr. Karamessines. I~ don t believa 80.

Mr. Johnston. And operational control.of SAS was---

Mr. Karamessines.b Ié would have been in tha nada of the
pirector of SAS, Mr. Fitzgerald, who would have been
responsible to Mr. Helms.

Mr. Johnston. Directly to Mr. Helms?

Mr. Karamessines., Yes.

Mr. Johnston. Did Mr. Fitzgerald respond through you to |

Mr. Helms?
Mr. Karamessines. Not to these matters.
Mr. Johnston. We have touched before --

Mr. Wallach. 1Is there a reason why he didn't respond

on those matters?
Mr. Karamessines. 1 had explained before you came in,
I think, that I came back here in March of 1962, after the

collapse of the Cuban thing, and the changes that had taken

place, and the place was in a bit of a turmoil. And my
instructions were to look after the day to déy business.
Mr. Johnston. Off the record a minute.
{0ff the record discussion.)

Mr. Johnston. Back on the record.

. TOP SECRET
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view ot the turmoil that had been taking place in the Agency,
and specifically in the pDP, that we needed more than ever to
get back to norm#l operating, in othor words, to bring people
down off the chandgliérs.. We had a change of quard, Mr. Bissell
had been removed, and Mr. Dulles had been removed, - and Mr.
Helms had been brought in as Deputy Director for plans. And
the idea there was‘thaﬁ we were going to get back to basic,
classic intelligence and coqnterintelligence operations, and

we were going to be done with some of these high flown ventures

. that just get us into trouble, some of these ridiculous things

that had beer happening prior to that time. . ;

When I cameaback.my charge from Helms was, look, Yyou ;
see the general running of the DDP, the day to day, normal | !
functioning. We have got Fitzgerald - I think it was é
Fitzgerald -- and he will be worrying about Cuban things. %

He was a senior officer, don't forget. When Mr. Helms i
went up to the Deputy Director of the Agency, Mr. Fitzgeraid |
was selected to be the DDP, not I, even though I had been the
Deputy to Mr. Helms.

Senator Schweiker. (Now presiding)

When was that that that happened?

Mr. Karamessines. 1965.

So that my job was to get matters pack to the kind of

procedures, controls and phase by phase, and step by step

TOP SECRET




ry well all through the fifties, when

functioned, I»fhéughii-
1 was serving for the most part back in Headquarters most of

4 the time at all. - ) %

: .;5. ’. In 1559 when Mr. Bisééll‘tookiover he changed a lot of
'Q1g}>é ‘things. And -controls Seéaﬁ;{Very 1o§sey'goosey. And I think
7 the Agency and the {landestine Service suffered quite a bit

8 from that short but for me devastating interval in the history

' 9 of it. [

10 But what Helms tried o do was get this thing back on
11 track. And I was supposed to help him do this. That is why

12 he brought me back, when my tour of duty was nearly up.

WARD & PAUL

13 Senator Schweiker. You were excluded from the chain of
14 || " command? ;
15 Mr. Karamessines. It was simply made clear that this j

16 was a Special Staff whose only job would be this, and I ; 3Q
17 didn't haQe to be all ghat concerned about it. That didn't §

18 mean that I couldn't know what was happeﬁing there if I wantedﬁ
19 to know. But I had my hands absolutely full with things that
20 I had to deal with myself. And here was a very senibr fellow
21 with a staff of his own dealing with just this special thing,

22 which was-an outgrowth and a result, or whatever you want to

22 call it, of the Cuban operations, which I knew nothing about.

24 Senator Schweiker., And how did the White House

410 Forst Street, 5., Washungton, 0.C. 20003

25 coordination or liaison go with that Specilal Affairs Section?
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_Kennedy. But I wasn't there.

. Mr. Karamessines.
i

Not through me,

Senator Schweiker. I understand that,

+

Mr. Karamessines. It would be through Fitzgerald and

Helms.

IR ST ]

Senator Schweiker. th would have handled that?in tﬂc

White House?

Mr.AKarameaaines. I don't know. I have heard Bobby

Mr., Johnstoh. Let me continue with the Special Affa:
Staff. Did they also have responsibility for the Cuban cu.
groups and the operations of Cuban exiles?

Mr. Karamessines. Yes, they did, that wa; all part
their ball of wax.

~Senator Schweiker. Like Alpha 66; would that have becn

under them?

Mr. Karamessines. Anything relating to operations
directly or indirectly suppored by the CIA against the Castro :
Government, landing agents, small boat infiltrations,

screening fellows down in Miami, working with the Immigra:: ) 4

and Nationalization, FBI, very closely. All of this was S
with the help of the Counterintelligence Staff as required. , &
Mr. Wallach. On the other side of the coin, what abou: :

the question of Cuba'’s operations vis-a-vis the US? Was that

alsc out of SAS? ‘ . j 3
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the . Cuban Intelliqence Setvice.: And we knew that the’DGI

was very active, particularly in‘Canada, in sending fellows

PR

down into the States as qgents through Canada. And ever 80

‘often SAS, throuqh‘its activities in Miami would pick up
reflections: of DGI activities and report these of course intc
Coﬁnterintelligence~and the FBI.

Mr. Johnston. Let's go back to the investigation ol the
assassination. Do yoﬁ recall the incident witﬁ Sylvia Dura,
who was the Méxican éhplpyed by the Cuban Embassy in Mexico E
City? ‘

- Mr. Karamessines. From the Cuban Comsulate?

Mr. Johnston. The Cuban Consolate, that is correct.

Do you recall that you received information that S”1
pura was going to be arrested by Mexican authorities?

Mr. Karamessines. Yes, I have a gecollection of that.

I don't recall the circumstances, but that rings a bell, if
that is what yo.u mean. And she was going to be arrested and
véuestioned, is that right?

Mr. Johnston. That is correct.

TOP SECRET .
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Mr..xataﬁeSB}hgh; For ‘our accouhf??}g‘v
correctly, is that right? |

Mr. Johnston. That is less clear, as to your account.

Mr. Karamessines. I see. .

Mr. Johnston. My question.is, first of all, were you
ever told or do you know whether‘Sylvia Dura was azéontact for
the Agency?

Mr. Karamessines. No, and I don't believe she was ever
== 1 have ho kﬁowledge and do not believe she was ever a con-
tact for the Agency, for the CIA.

Senator Schweiker. Let's ask the same question of
Alvarado.

Mr. Karamessines. He was that nut that you mentioned
earlier that came in _and gave them a tall story which turned
out to be false.

Senator Schweikgr. Was he ever an informer or s;urce of
information?

Mr. Karamessines. The answér is no as far .as anything
I aver héard from anybody.

Mr. Johnszon. Do'yéu recall ordering Mr. Whitten to call
off the arrest of Sylvia Dura, proposed arrest of Sylvia
Dura?

Mr. Karamessines. Do I recall ordering Mr. Whitney to

call it off?

Mr. Johnston. Yes.

TOP SECRET




Mr. Raramessines. No, I don't recall that. Are you

sure I ordered him to call off the arrest? Maybe somebody

Prone {Area 202) 544-6000

‘else did. I don't recall any such thing. I don't recall
anybody orderi;é it.

Mr. Johnston. Let me show You, then, a cable which
apparently was sent out after -- by way of background, prior
to this cable going out, ﬁexico City had cabled and said,
Mexican policéwhavamalready.arrested Dura, so we can't call
off her arrest.

Mr. Karamessines. I see.

Mr. Johnston. And then this caﬁle followed, Director

of 20 November 1963.

J
Mr. Karamessines. Yes.

o
2
<
LY
<
o
I3
L Y
3

Mr. Johnston. Who originated that cable?
Mr. Karamessines. The origin of this cable -- it looks

like it came from the Mexican Branch of the WH Division. I

notice that the CI Staff is on distribution.

Senator Schweiker. Who was lead of the Mexican Branch?

Mr. Karamessines. I don't recall at this point.

D.C. 20003

-
Senator Schweiker. Wasn't David Phillips working down
at the time?
Mr. Karamessines. I don't recall. Yoq/can get that,
/ '

I am sure, very easily from the Agency. I certainly can't

recall who was in charge of the Mexican Branch at that time.

410 Fust Street,

Senator Schweiker. On the structure of operations the
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you were structured then, would the“ggad of the
Mexico City Branch have reported to whom under your procedures?

Mr. Karamessines. To the Director of the Western

Hemisphere Division, the Chief of the Western Hemisphere

pivision, who as J. C. King.

Mr. Johnston. And he would have rep;rted to whom?

Mr. Karaméssines. and he would have reported to Mr.
Helms, or in his abgence, to me. .

Mr. Johnston. In other words, it would go to Mr. Helms

unless you were acting in this capacity?

Mr. Karamessines. That is right, he was the DDP at that
Ay

Mr. Johnston. - Now, if operations were going on out of
Mexico City against Castro, would they have fallen under the
special Affairs section, or would they have gone up the chain
of comm;nd we have just described, or would it depend?

Mr. Karamessines., It could have happened either way.
In other'words, they could have been handled by the Special
Affairs Section in close coﬁrdination with the_WH Division,
because it hapéened to be not in ﬁhe States here but over.in
the WH Division.

Mr. Johnston. In Director 84916 which you 5hst locked
at, it is a flash message which is of the highes priofity,
is that porrect? |

Mr. Karamessines. Yes, in terms of the emergency of the
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messages getting there, correct.

Mr. Johnston. And it says, arrest of Sylvia Dura is an
extremely serious matter which could prejudice -- using the
code word which I think means United Staées?

Mr. Karamessines. That is right.

Mr. Johnston. == fre?dom of action on entire question
of -- another cod; word which means Cuban -~
| Mr. Karémessines. Right.

Mr. Johnston. responsibility. Why was the arrest of
Sylvia Dura such an extremely serious mat;ér that it could
prejudice the US f;eedom of action on the question of Cuban
responsibility?

Mr. Karamessines. The only thing I can surmise here --
and this is now out of contekt, and 15 years later, or whenever
it is =-- that while she was still there, and we had the lines
on the phone, and slie was in here job -- and maybe we had
informants, I don'g know, I don't recall -- the idea was there,
maybe we would learn some more about Cuban responsibility,
possible Cuban responsibility, gince this guy had been talking
to the Consulate.

Mr. Johnston. Did you discuss this matter with Mr.
Helms?

Mr. Karamessines. I havén't the faintest recollection.

I couldn't possibly answer a question like that.

Mr.. Johnston. Did you discuss it with Mr. Whitten or
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Mr. King?

Mr., Karamessines. I couldn't possibly answer a question
like that. That would have been one of hundreds of cables 1
would have seen that one day, any given day.

Mr. Johnston. Let me just put to you, though, my rgview

has not necessarily been comprehensive, but this appears to be

N
the only flash message sent out in the course of these events

Mr. Karamessines. I would be surprised if vyou didn't
find others, number one. And number two, even though it is
a flash message, and I read it, I couldnzt possibly recall with
whom I might have discussed it at the time, who brought it to
re for signature, and whether it was sent, just sent in, or i
handed to me by my secretéry, I don't recall the circumstances..
But it is a very natural and very proper and quite under-
staqdable operational message, given the great interest that
we had in what this woman might be able to tip us off to if
we could continue listening secretly to here conversations

with others. She might call Aunt Tillie living in.Guadalajara

and say, Aunt Tillie, I am going to take it on the lam here,

‘because I think we have been caought trying to skp the bill,

or whatever.
Now, here are the Mexicans going to arrest her. And this

kind of cut the ground out from under our feet at that point.

And what the message is saying in effect is, let's try to keep

TOP SECRET
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this as quiet as possible and see what we can salvage from it.

We are also hopeful that we could get to talk to her or

Phone {Arss 202) 544-6000

interrogate her or question her ourselves, or arrange for the
FBI or SecretaSeryice to do it.
Mr. Johnston. And they also put to you that this
/
message indicatesAthe existence of a question at CIA of Cuban
regponsibility?

Mr. Karamessines. There was a question at that point
after the President was killed of anybody's responsibi;ities,
starting with the Russians, because Oswald had geen a defector
to the Russians, and then going right away to ;he Cuban,
because_they were palsy walsy and even in touch with the Cuban

Censulate in Mexico.
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These were natural suspicions at the time and we would

have been derelict not to have had them. What we didn't have

-~

was the kind of evidence that would have proved one or the

other.
C

.Mr. Johnston. And to explore the question of Cuban

ronas

responsibility, who should have heen directed to investigate

[N

that?

Mr. Karamessines. It was under investigation constantliy.

L Viashengtoe

That is what was being done. This message'is an indication

Glreet

of that. Wil was doing it, and CI Staff was interested in

pursuing it.

B R EL IR RN

Mr. Johnston. But didn't it occur to you that SAS

TOP SECRET




4
2
«
o
@
-]
[3
<
3

410 Fust Street, S.E., Washington, D.C. 20003

., should have

[

Mr;‘karamegs;pé

AR

from the way we Qorkeé;

 Mr. Johnston. AYouﬁdéLknoﬁ.thétﬁthelC;fStaff7w§s‘involved

f B

Mr. Karamessiaes,!‘xég.:i?f

Mr. Johnston. And you'dd.kdéw the Wgstérn ﬁemisphere
Division was involved?

Mr. Karamessinga. Righi.

Mr. Johnston. But you only assume htat SAS was involvedﬁ

Mr. Karamessines. ‘That is right. SaAS's business was
an offensive role, responsibility, to send agénts -=- their
counterintelligence intelligence was a. very limited thing

designed to protec:“their own activities égainst penetration,

whereas this had much wider scope. This was talkingfabout

some fellow who had been a Marine, #nd had deserted and gone
to the So;iet Union, all of these things. And then when he
shows up in Mexico he i3 not withip SAS's perameter, he is
within WH's perameter.

Mr. Johnston. Did you ever ask Mr. Helms whether SAS
had gotten involved in the investigation?

Mr. Karamessines. I don't recall asking such a question.

Mr. Johnston. Off the record a second.

 TOP SECRET

PR




o
3
<
LS
-
2]
x
<
3

310 First Street, 5.€., Washington, D.C. 200013

is Director: 84855, 23 November 1963. And(the other one is

" Dirsctor.84837, 23 November, AR you are the releasing. offices

T

S

.- Mz, Johnston.. Let, messages. One

‘

for the;qhiéf'dfithe‘wgsterﬁ'Hemisphéré Division on both of

them,

Mr. Karamessineé. He probably wasn't available at-the

_time and they brought it into me. Yes.

Mr. Johnston. And is it a fair statement that those two !
messages together ask Mexico City Station for all information
on Alferiev or Kostikov ==

Mr. Karamessines. One is Alferiev, as I read it here,
and the other one asksAinformation on one Kostikov, both of
whom apparenﬁly were either'iden;ified or suspected Russian
intelligence officers.

Mr. Johnston. Now, when you sent these two messages out,
when you signed on as releasing officer, would you have expected
to receive back everything Mexico City Station had on those
two?

Mr. Karamessines. WNot I, the Division would that sent
the message.

Mr. Johnston. But that was what was being called for
by the two mesages?

Mr. Karamessines. Well, whatever the messages ask for,

TOP SECRET
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datef.and so forth.

Mr. Johnston{;vThe mes§age on_detikov says:

‘:eqqigé.thglfolléw?pgﬂ?nfq?m@tion’about‘Kostikov,htheinamgs

>

and background, hisﬂcoﬁﬁaéfS'hpi“élrékdylfepéite
) P ) ’ . " et

Headquarters.”

And .the message.on Alferiev. said: b@Request<repdr£ed in
coverage Alferiev as with Kostikov." -~ Now, is it.gorréct‘that l
' |

Mexico city should have interpreted this to gi%e—you-everything

they had not already reported on these two individuals?

Mr. Karamessines. Not already reported, Yé€s.

Mr. Johnston. As an experienced Intelligence Officer an&

as Assisiant DDP, what would you' have expected the Counter-
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intelligence gtaff to do with rhose contacts, with the reports
coming back from Mexico City?
Mr. Karamessines. Wwith the information?

Mr. Johnston. Yes.

Mr. Karamessines.: 1t depends on what the information

Mr. Johnston. The message reporting pack on this gave
all contacts, known contacts that these individuals had in
Mexico City. And what is the next step in your process?

Mr. Karamessines. you check these names out to see

410 Farst Steeet, 5.E., Washingion, D.C. 20083

whether your files give any evidence of suspicios activity.
And if they don't, if they simply don't indicate any suspicious
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. carry on f‘rom‘t:he.rié and ihVQStigate"fulrthé;?:‘

“individual, .is. it routine.standard.operatin§ procedufe to

g
o
WG

P
t?f :g;?-‘w

would pass this information on to other interested parties

within the‘Aggncy:or.within? the Government, and you would

£

Mr. Johﬁstoé{:.Thgf:iSTthefpoint I‘amfge£tin§'té; 1f
itnreports;back,th;t;a#ﬁeriev.has.contacté with a ﬁamgd
check the CI file on that:namgd.individual?

Mr. karamessines._ Yes, unless the desk officer that
receives it happens to know who that fellow is and doesn't have
to check. And that happens guite frequently.

-

Mr. Johnston./ And dg you know anything about the
responses on thesevtwb meassages?

Mr. Karamessines. No, I don't recall the messages going
out, and I certainly don't recall any responses.

Mr, Johpston.‘ Your response earlier on why we might have
warned about the arrest of Sylvia Dura in terms of damaging
our tap, the telephone surJeillaan -

Mr. Karamessines. I didn't suggest, sir, that we might
be damaging our tap. What I was suggesting was that by
arresting her they were taking her out of her office, her.
living quarters, and putting her under arrest. And. this would

reduce and eliminate indeed our chances of hearing her further.

Mr. Johnston. I understand that. What I don't reconcile
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arrest of SylviaﬂDurafib*aqﬁéxtremely‘serioué}maéter which

could prejudice all freedom of action on. the entire éuestion

of Cuban responsibility."® -It doesn't saylépecifically the

thing that. I would shﬁrté;withuydu as:ihé%idgiéal.thiﬁégto be
parte wiEh.you as.the logical:thing:t

concerned about, itfséémgambxeféonéerﬁgd'aboﬁ£$whé£héiﬁwé have
to come to. some conclusion. we may not want to come to relating
to Cuban responsibility. And. I am puzzled by that for two

reasons. Number. one,-it doesn't express the things.that you

would logically say, which is what you sid, and number two,

why are we more worried about our freedom of action as opposed

to findiﬁg out what happened?

Mr. Karamessines. I can answer that very quickly, I
believe. I see what you are driving at now. I can easily see
a situation in which we wouldn't want the Mixican Government
or any other government to know what Sylvia Dura may have to
say about Oswald or the President’s assassination, assuming
she had anything to do, we wouldn't want anybody else to know
until we had had a cﬁance to focus on it ourselves and decide
what our Governmegt, what position our Government was going
to take about it.

Let me put the case this way, if I may. Let us assume

that Sylvia Dura is hauled in by the Mexicans, and she says,

" fellows, it is very simple. I know, because she was hired --

because this Mexican, ex-Marine, was actually hired by the

“TOP SECRET




ZMSericeifo[gili“frgéihgﬁ;'Kéhnédy: Aﬁd:yéﬁ,géﬁ a’

"little Mexican counﬁe;inteiligence poliééléuy;kaﬁd"he SaYS,

uI h;ve got the scoap qﬁ tbe céntury. And‘pgjca;is.ﬁiéfhewspape
.:guys in, and ﬁq'sayﬁ,fﬁﬁiﬁl@sjﬁhe iﬁfofﬁ;;16;;¥
is what the.wiénggg:hag éa;d}h Andgtﬁéigggt mprning@tbg'ﬁérld
is readin?: Soviets and Cﬁﬁahs planned ;ssassigatiﬁn df_
President Kennedy. |
ﬁow, you are sitting downtown in the White Hqﬁse:or in
the State Department, and yoﬂ are wondering, where do we go
next,vdeclar war on thé Soviets and the Cubans? Where do we

- go? You would prefer to be in a situation where, if this

woman had had a == and.I use the term had had, because to my
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recollection she didn't have much light to throw on.it, or any
light really -~ if she had that kind of dynamite information
we would have been in a much better position, our Government,

or President, and the State Department would have been in a

much better position had we had a chance to focus on whatever
information she had to give us. Now, here she would be giving

it firét to somebody else, assuming she had it, which she did

410 First Street, S.E_, Washington, D.C. 20003

not.

Mr. Johnston. Did conversations like that actually take
place. at CIA on November 22nd and 23rd?

Mr. Karamessines. There were all kinds of conversations

about this thing taking place, certainly.
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Mr. Karémessines.‘ All I can tell you is that they must

hgve; bug if you were to ask me to recall ;pspecifig one, I

i

'
M;. Jéhns£oﬁ; I:anm not gskipéiyoulioi;ecé;lfégsp;cific
‘one, but whether yéﬁ participated in conversizioﬁs:;£”CIA with
other‘officials of the Agency to the effect that you _have just
talked about, that if ;he word gets ouélthat there is Cuban
or Soviet involvement in this, we need to know that first
indpendently, we want to know it first independently, it would
give our Government that much head start in deciding what the

heck it wanted to do about it.

Were there any conversations -- and again in a general

gense =-- that looked at US courses of action in the event
Cuban responsibility was established?

My. Karamessines. I recall no such conversations.

Mr. Johnston. In the event that Soviet responsibility -
Mr. Karamessinés. 1 recall no such conversations, and

I was not a party to them, to the bcs; of my recollection.

Mr. Johnston. But there was great concern that your

investigation might turn up foreign involvement?

Mr. Karamessines. There was no great concern that it

might turn up. We weren't afraid of it. If it came.it would

come. What we were hoping to do, though,. as a'service to the

TOP SECRET
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_'before‘anybody‘elsqlfj,before'ahy foreigners had it, 'to get
it exclusively, sd,that_gpr Government could focus on what
if any action it felt it would wish to take in the situation.

As it turned 6ug;‘wevné9erhhéd that kind of ‘information.

N
J

it was a moot qﬁééﬁ#gp.'
Mr. Johhstosu"TLetvme'ask you two specific -areas.:

my question will‘be,whethef‘they came to.your‘atteﬁtion.

you aware that the CIA received information that on the

afternoon of the assassination an unidentified passenger landed

at the airport in Mexico City on a two engine aircraft, boarded

a Cuban aircraft bound for Havana, bypassed customs and rode in

the cockpit of the Cuban aircraft that afternoon?
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Mr. Karamessines. Was I aware of that?

Mr. Johnston. Yes.

Mr. Karamessines. No,>at least I have no recollection
of {t. Somebody might have mentioned it at the time in
passing. What was the significance of it?

Mr. Johnston. I just wondered whether you would
attribute any significance to it.

Mr. Xaramessines. No, none at all. The DGI had quite
a lot of freedom of movement, freedom of acéion in Mexico in

those days.

Senator Schweiker. When was this, the day of the

410 Fut Street, 5.€., Washangton, D.C. 20003
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the day:of the assassination? :

”fﬁ@é‘ggp,particpiarly,
'.Sehgtpy,éghﬁéike '¥§§%§6n;t'thi$kythéf"m.
Qéécigi{érders thatiwén§4§§t to DGI'#s tbiQﬁ;;giéhey §é?e and
yhat‘they were d&ing én the day of thé Pfééiaeﬁ;'s as§;95iha-
tion?

Mr. Karamessines. First of all, I never heard of. this
report. Let's start to that. And secondly,lI didn't uhder-
stand you to say that it was a DGI officer that got on the
airplane, you said somebody got on the airplane and sat next
to the Cuban pilot and took off, without going through
customs. |

Mr. Johnston. I am sorry, I did not. tell you that they
held up the Cuban‘aircraft. ‘

Mr. Karamessines. You see the difference now? You know
the story. He gives me a couple of tidbits and then you get
excited because 1 gm not excited, see?

Senator Schweiker. The Cuban aircraft was held up for
1700 hours to 2200 hours awaiting this passenger. That was
the information the CIA received. And the passenger arrived
on a twir. ¢ngine aircraft, bypassed customes, and went into the

Cuban airlines craft and rode in the cockpit. So he was

basically unidentified arriving under those circumstances.
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. man hﬁmedscilberid,

1 f

| sometime on November.23

L3

. .Mr.;
Mr. thnéﬁ?nf;:Aﬁa went .to Méxi;o éiéé) an&{oﬁLN§§embe:
27th went to Ha;aﬁa as the dnif passenger on.a Cubaﬁ Ai;line
flight to'HaQana.

Mr. xafamessihes; No, that name doesn'f ring:za bell
with me.

Mr. Johnston. -And that never came to your attention?

Mr. Karamessines. I don't recall that. That doesn't
mean it never came to my attention. .But what I am talling
you is that I don't remember having been apprized of that
particular bit of infofmation. It may well have been brought
to my attentién. And we might have done a lot about it at the
time, and we might have reached conclusionsion it. .1 just
don't remember.

Mr. Johnston. 1If that was handled by SAS would you have
been involved in it, the Lopez matter especially?

Mr. Karamessines. Well, I might have been, if Mr. Helms;
didn't happen to be thers and they needed to report it to

somebody, yes, Itmight have been. But I don't recall being

involved in it.
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Mr.

Mr.>

. bee infofmed?

‘ Mr.
Mr.
report on
Mr.
Mr.

received,

Karamessines. . None.

Johnston. And gs;Mr;_Helmsﬁ{hésiéﬁ#nt:yoﬁ:hadinot

»

s

Sepaﬁe'Select Committee

Johnston. :ﬁave‘fpu re#dvthe'
Assassinations? . |
Karamessinés. No, I have not.

Johnston. Aécording to the infﬁrma£ion thé-éénate

in August of 1963 Mr. Helms told Mr. McCone about

certain CIA plots against Castro. Were you at that meeting?

Mr.
Mr.
report to
Mr.
Mr.
had plots

Mr.

Karamessines. No, I was not.

Johnston. Do yéu know of that briefing or that
Mr. McCone? ‘

Karamessines. No sir, I did not.

Johnston. When did you first learn that the>CIA
to assassinate Fidel Castro?

Karamessines. You will find this surprising, but

it is true. At about the time that a fellow named Bill Harvey

retired and went out to work as a lawyer in the Midwest, or

shortly thereafter, he gave an interview which was published

in one of

the columns. And he then mentioned the names of

Roselli and some other guy.

Senator Schwelker. Gilancana?
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it, what are;yoa,fiikiﬁglgbpu'

around there who.wer

§hknowlgdgeabig_ahd”haq‘lived}thrqggh>this

e, ¢ ‘

period ~- and 1 was%#henznéﬁhinﬁﬁhglsﬁafégy-l y&%?é??;éégs-——
told me that they héa t;iéd tobdbiﬁomething —f éé'tﬁeﬁwg;te
House request, incidentally -- thég hadjﬁfiéd to do sahéghing,
but it hadn't worked, and that was'it.

Sénator Schweiker. Had you heard any talk about what
role Bobby ﬁennedy did or didn't have in that situation?

Mr. Karamessines.. Yes. What I wés told -~ and this
was absblutely heaisay ~= was that Bobby Kennedy was-the one
that was pushing for this, and that he was reflecting his
brother®*s desires.

Senator Schweiker. Did he use a desk over at CIA
Héadqﬁarters during this period?

Mr. Karamessines. Not to my knowledge =-- I think I woul

have known if he had, but not to my knowledge. Remember, I

was not in the building, I was overseas from 1959 to March

1962. So what was happening in that period I just don't know.

He might have had a desk. BDBut I never heard that. And I
4

didn't know of it.




Karamessin

Johnston.

PrirolyTegt . i .
TR A
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“fwhetherQI hﬁvgfsqu.dt ithonéteééioﬁQl Yeports or ;nfthe

hewépapers or ip'the’office.

' Mx, Johnston. In the fall of 1963 when you were serving

as Mr. Helms' Assistant did you ever seé‘any documents with the

crypt AMLASH on them, any reports involving AMLASH?
Mr. Karamessines. I am sorry, but I simply cannot
answer that question. I don't know. I may have, or I may not

have. But there were thousands of crypts, and I couldn't
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possibly remember. And what AMLASH means right now I haven't

the vaguest notion.

Senator Schweiker. The answer you gave a moment ago was
as to the time frame when you learned about the assassination
attempts relating to a column by Bill Harvey, the Army.

Mr. Karamessines. Yes.

Mr. Johnston. What year was that?

Mr. Karamessines. That must have been around -- my best.

recollection would have been about 1964, somewhere in there,

jate 1963, 1964, or maybe even 1965.

Senator Schweiker.. It wouldn't have been the Jack

410 First Sireet, S.E., Washington, 0.C. 20003

Anderson 1967 story, would it?
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uti the assassinatio

'Mi.'karamééé}ne : Th&ﬁfiélrighé. _Thi§7is’onq-of

SR SR
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the

things I amvveiy gr§téfuiAabout.

Senator ScﬁWeikgr.',In retrospect it was best not to havé

.

known?

Mr. Karamessines... I asked a fellow that used to work

for me named Sam Halpern. And he chuckled and ﬁe said, look,
you weren't around when it was all happening, you were
overseas. But I was there when Bissell came back from talking
with Bbbby Kennedx. Andhe said it was a messy business. And
he sa;d, when you came back and you were made a:DP everyb;dy
agreed that we wouldn't tell you about these things, becauée,
he said, you are the kind of fellow that would have either
left or raised holy hell about it.

Mr. Johnston. Were you aware, then, of the meetings
that were taking place in the fall of 1963 between CIA case
o~ficers and the high level Cuban whose codé name was AMLASH,
whereby he was proposing the overthrow of Castro, and solicit-

ing US support for him?

Senator Schweiker. I would like to qualify that a littie
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p&iépt;y%bpth

elements were involved.
Mr. Karamessines.
‘Benator Schwelker.

o

remember.

Mr. Johnston.: Let me mention his name off the record.

. y S

Senator Schwelker. Let's go off tbé{récéra a méﬁént.

{0ff the record discussion.)

Mr. Johnston. Back on the record.

Mr. Karamessines. I had heard about him, but I wasn't
running him. He was being run by the Cuban Task Force.

. Senator Schweiker. That would havée been. Special Affairs
)

,Seétion that you were talking about?

Mr. Karamessines. Right.

Mr. Johnston. .Were you aware that meetiﬁgs were
place in the fall of 19637

Mr. Karamessines. I would have assumed at the time that
we ere in touch with somebody like that, yes.

Senator Schweiker. 1In other words, they were going
regularly as a matter of policy?

Mr. Karamessines. Yes. And I knew that we were trying

to put agents into Cuba, drop men by -air, put them in by boat,

i
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‘2flown to meet ﬁithﬁAMLagﬂiapdhtg_aséuggﬁﬂiﬁfthqt,h@ proposed

’

overthrow of Castro which he, AﬁLASﬁ{Einqlqaeééih'

assassination of Castro, had:f;ll Us édﬁéérﬁ,fwere ybﬁf#ware
that Fitzgerald had'dong thét?~/ ' P

Mr. Karamessines. Not at all.

Mr. Johnsﬁon. Were you aware that on November 22nd the
case officer offered AMLASH a poiso? pen or some kind of

- poison device?

Mr. Karamessines. No. I have heard of that in connec-
tion with publications in the papers subsequent to the .-
inquig}es of the Senate. But Ivdid‘not know of anything like
that, I wés not kept posted on anything like that.

Mr. Johnston. Were you aware of a Cuban policy review
within CIA in ear;y December 19637

Mr. Karamessiaes. OWe had Cuban policy reviews from time
to time in the Agency. ;he one that I am most aware of is
the one i; which I urged that we get the Forty Committee to
allow-us to wrap up this Cuban program, because the budget
couldn't take it, and we weren't accomplishing a ‘thing but a’
waste of time and effort. And. I ordered written and sanctioned
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.,thatlwe‘copld get~ridfég?

‘of thevexpénses,'but.we'ﬁ

‘about the middle -of :1960s

Lt

DDP in 1967. But'Ikdonft $av§'any éée

policy review in pécember 1963, i' - ‘ S
Mr. Johnston. And fou.dén't assoclate == you had no

kxnowledge of a Cuban policy review that you would assoéiate

with the Kennedy assassination? )

Mr. Karamessines. Nb, no recollection == I don't want

to say no knowledge, because you could produce gsomething that

shows that I knew about such a thing. I just don't recall any
such.

Mr. Johnston. You were.aware of the JM Wave Station thag
existed?

Mr. Karamessines. In Florida, absolutely. I visited it
once on a brief trip to Miami.

Mr. Johnston. And did you know of Oswald's possible
connections with the Cuban groups, th%t he was a member of the
Fair Play for Cuba?

Mr. Karamessines. No, I didn't know about that until

after the assassination had taken plsce and the newspapers

printed up a lot of stuff about Oswald and the Fair Play




WARD & PAUL

Mr.

Mr. Karamessihés; .Td_assiét‘inftﬁé investigation of it?

Mr. Johnston.' Yes.

Mr. Karamessines. It wouldn't surprise me that such
orders were given. But T don't recall it. It would have been
appropriate to have asked them some questions about it if they
could be responsive. Therg may have been questions about the
local Cuban community with which Oswald might have been in
touch, in view of this fair business.

SenatorISchweiker. 1f they did in fact do that which
flow of command would that have come from probably?

sr. Karamessines. That would come up on the Special
Affairs Staff’

Mr. Johnston. Were you aware of a relationship between
the CIA and US customs agents in Florida in 19637

Mr. Karmessines. I knew that the CIA had working

relationships with Immigrat;on and Nationalization customs,

the FBI, and 1 don't know who all else, in Florida, in

sk b AR SRS
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Mr. Johnétonﬁ

that with regard to customs to the extent'ﬁhat'the”é

agents were detailed to CIA 6peration§l use

Mr. Karamessines. No, I don't recall

Senatorvséhwqikef;‘10r'that"fhe?fqgféﬁﬁéiﬁ§;¢qéﬁqms

cover for the CIA agents? '

Mr. Karamessines. That would ﬁotféurprise me: I didn't

t

know it at the fime,_but if somebody told me that we were

using customs covers fﬁr some of our agénts Qith c;é£$ﬁ;

permission, that would not have surprised me. But I don't

recall knowing it at the time. We were using various covers.
Senator Schweiker. I asked you about David Phillips.

Did he work under your operations in any form when you were =--
Mr. Karamessines., When I was DDP David Phillips was

in charge of our Chil@voperation. And he was in charge of

the Chili Task Force in the DDP.

1
Senator Schweiker. Were there any other operations

besides Chile that he worked for under you?

Mr. Karamessines. Well, he served in Latin America in a
variety of poses, and he served in the Latin American Division
here in leqdquarters, the Western Hemisphere Division. But we
never worked tégether closely.

Senator Schweiker. Were tbere any Cuban responsibilities
that he had that you are aware of?

TOP SECRET
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Mr. Johnsto

LI

else the decisio@ ;6:p§k;#th" thetpofﬁ;:of

pn b

omnission

CommigsionLVSuid;ﬁa§§ been
 mr. John‘st.c;n.f,?)\nd'yo‘u have "t;al.)cerf; about

But why was 4it? s o R

Mr. Karamessines. The reason that it would ha&e been
the natural thing to do was because this matter, the
assassination of the President, concerned primarily the FBI,
the Secret'Service and other agencies having a plain undispute%
unambiguous domestic security responsibility, and the Secret
Service of coursay having the explicit responsibility for the
protection of the President. And we were organized in the
DDP so as to concentrate or focus our liaison activitiés with
the agencies I have just mentioned in the CI Staff. So that
Seems a very natural place in which to vest thisg reponsibility.

Mr. Johnston. But that left a hole from the CIA stand-
point because of the SAS counterintelligence being separate
from the CI Staff?

Mr. Karamessines. Not necessarily. Because the CI
Staff, as a senior staff, had responsibilities which transcende

TOP SECRET
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logical connecting ppint,’because of the
T R

il ‘; ’
T
e

i
e
| .,g_—ﬂ; )

1gik§fﬂ : ‘been  the
dealings with:both

A

the p;o‘andianti~cﬁs€?61;§:0tbé( ih'vieﬁ;offOsﬁAid's'f

Mr._ka;aﬁes#iﬁéé;‘
on any ofhﬁﬁié;wdéithavetgﬁopped dead aé;er.thé firééyhame
or two. It wég'ﬁﬁe cI Stéffithat ﬁgd the cqunterinfeiligence
files which wo;laasﬁﬁport the extensive inve;tigation which
was conducted. SAS could never have done it because it didn't
have the files with which to do it. It wasn't its responsi-
bility. i

Senator Séhweikgr. But Jim Angleton comes in and tells
us just about the same story that you are telling us, which
was the compartmentation they had, and the Cuban activities
per se really weren't under his province, they were over at
SAS?

Mr. Xaramessines. Cuban activities, that is correct.
In‘other words, the Cuban activities means the conduct of
operationg again Cuba largely, that is what it means. And
these operations were being conducted out of SAS largely, to
a smaller extent the WH Division, bu; lafgely-SAS. Angleton
was right.

Senator Schweiker. But it almost looks as if whoever




tion with Cﬁbéniéctivigigs'apd;;he W;tréﬁ;

Mr. Xarameséines,}ijivIfthink ﬁﬁéiywarong,

and I don't agree with that. I thiﬁkaoh*aie Qfdng}télbélieve
wat,

Senator Schweiker. ' But theyﬂyouid-
intimate knowledge of the very thing ﬁére'éhatAwé”flésh as a

top secret message: “Arrest of Sylvia Du£§}is exifemély

serious matter which could”érejhdice freedom Qf.actidn on

P

entire question of Cuban responsibility."® 'wﬂo“woﬁld know that :
: . ;,:é:’,ﬁi
but SAS, and why not plug SAS into it? o

Mr., Karamessines. But that didn't come from the CI

4
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Staff, it came from the Western Hemispher Division.

Senator Schweiker. I understand. But here is the top,
priority at that é@int in that particular connection. My
only point was that since it was top'priority mesgage that
the best way to give the'Warren Commission the knowledde it
needed to pursué in whatever way it might lead would-have been
to have a pipeline to SAS. But from what we can find ocut no
such pipeline existed to the Warren' Commission from SAS, in

fact if anything, there was a closed door between the SAS

and the Warren Commission. And Angleton keeps coming up with

-= and I believe him -- the same kind of anawers you are

giving, well, I didn't know, and we didn't communicate, and

410 Furst Street, 5.E., Washungton, D.C. 20003

you will have to talk to them. So that the one logical and




i?post urggﬁtAto
Commission.
Mr. Karamessines.’ Thg'SAS, if thqt is what you are

focusing on, SAS's charter, }fhghag ;s what you mean, I don't

know when they were put}int@.ﬁgsiness.aa sas. " For'a.long time
it was known as the Cuban'Téék Force W, that iélié';

Vth}later
they were called 5AS, I don't.anw wﬁen they weréAcr;ated,

or when they became one or the oéher. But I do know thié,

that their responsibility was the conduct of what you might
call offensive operations against Cuba, intelligence and action
operations against Cuba. And that was their chérter.

The President was assassinated by a fellow who has some

o4
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contact with the Fair Play Committee in Miami, and he is in

touch with the Cuban Consulate in Mexico, and he is a former

N\

Marine. I don't see how that would tie in with SAS at all,

in the absence of some indication that there was a-tieup. But
I don't see the connectiqn at all. And therefore I don't see

why one would get concerned about SAS not having been paraded

up to appear before the Warren Commission.

And I will tell you this. My clear recoilection is that

there wasn't anything that we could provide the Warren

Commission as far as we were concerned that we didn't provide,
anything we were asked for, everything we could put in.

Senator Schweiker. Knowledge of the assassination

410 First Street, S5.E., Washington, D.C. 20003

attempts against Castro?
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‘not sure that that would:have ‘ matters any,.r

Senator Schweiker. Wéli,_hypotheiiéél;y;ig‘Qas certainly
one of the most ;ogicglvatiYation‘£$c§9%§;géih;ye:pursued as
an investigative uni§5= s . ot . 4
Mr. Karaméssinés. Ji'égéposé;r:édﬁgi;idﬁj5ciéé;'gny

information the Warren Commiésion asked fof, or any of the othe
agencies asked for they got, and 1 think_theArecord will show

that they got in spades. ' I took the Warren Commission down to

the Registry of our building and explained to the Chief Justice
and to Qeveral members of the Commission how it was that we
were able to report as promptly as we reported on Oswald being
in touch with the Cuban Consulate in Me#ico whenever it was,
September or October. And hé couldn't understand how we could

have gotten that report out so quickly. And I showed him how

it is done automatically with the machines{ and so forth.
Senator Schweiker. One of the Senators asked Director
Helms when he was ﬁeforé the ébmmittee why he didn't provide
the Warren Commission with infbrmation“about'the assassination
attempts against Castro. And he said he wasn't asked. I don'é

quite reconcile that with what you are just telling me, although

'
t

I know you can only speak for yourself, cbviously. But it
just strikes me as peculiar that a key question like that was

a matter of being asked. So that is why I think there is a

gap with the SAS Section here. If they are the ones that are

TOP SECRET
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that allégédly“badihomb.gie with the pro-Castro’

‘better source of information than SAS? 'In ﬁacﬁwtﬁéy&&feAthe

':Bnliisqurcéxf_éh@:pqéléton.ggiq‘he

‘and the .FBI had,very:lit

knowledge was SAS and they never plugged into,tﬁe»War?én

Commission. That is the problem that isra peculéfuthing.

o

Mr. Johnston. Yqu wareﬁnot awars of that pidblem at the
time?

Mr. Karamessines. I still don't consider it as a

problem. But I was not aware of it at the time as a problem
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or otherwise. Any information that SAS might have had was

not locked off somewhere in another building with no allowed
access or anythi.ng like this. It was there, Angleton, I, the
Director, anybody, vou know, could check names == and names
were checked against their files continually. And this guy's

name, the information on Fair Play for Cuba and all that

business that we had, I will bet you money came from SAS's

files very ‘likely. You see what I mean? This was accessible.
The only question you are raising is, why didn't somebody go to
the Warren Commission -~ and that sohebody should have been

SAS == and tell the Warren Commission, you know, we tried to

Xill Castrol a couple of years ago or last year, or whatever

410 Fust Street, S.E., Washington, D.C. 20003

it was. Isn't that what you are asking? I can't answer that
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_qurgn’CommisS;qg_éidn

’tn;;é;pléis

- Senator-
. 'And the rea

and not volun;ég:i#gJin%orm&tioﬁ;

Mr. kafamé;s;nes.; 1 qaﬁ'tLaﬂéﬁé??tﬁaﬁ.
I éan assure you that SAS was not‘being kep;.lécked up in.the'
back room somewhere, their filesiwere n;t'being sequestéred
from the Warren Commission or anfihing like that, if you think
you are making a point.

Senator Schweiker. I see your point;,

Mr. Johnston. How do youﬂknow their files weren't being
sequestered?

Mr. Karamessines. Well, I know whetnever we needed to
get a run on any Cuban namé or whatever, it would have been

-

run through:their files, our Central Registrar, WH Division,

a check == in other words, tﬁere would be a three or four way
check. And I remember one of the complaints at the time from
several of the people was, well, you have got to check this fro%
three or four different points to make sure you have covered
all the bases.

Mr. Johnston. Are you aware that at least one of their

files had a notation on it, do not remove from that office?




Senator Schweike:. That is a routine procedure,,you say?
Mr. Kaxamess;pegf It is not a routine decision. . But
:oﬁme it doesn't have;any special significance.
' Mr. Johnston. Were you aware of the 1967 IG report on
assassinations at the_time it was.being prepared?

Mr. Karamessines. No, I was not.

WARD & PAUL

Mr. Johnston., Were Yyou talked to by‘the Inspector

General?

Mr. Karamessines. No, I was not, to my recollection.

Mr. Johnston. Were You informed about Mr. Helms meeting

with the Presideﬁt on the report?

Mr. Karamessines. No, I was not.

Mr. Johnston. Do you know that there was such a meeblng

Mr. Karamessines. No, I did not. You are talking about
a meeting between Mr. Helms and the President in 1967 dealing
with aséassinations?

Mr. Johnston. Yes.

810 First Street, $.€., Washington, D.C. 20003

Mr. Karamessines. The answer is no.
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: were Assist&nt‘bebutx bi?éc;orffor Plans;’

Mr. Karamessines. 1 was ADpPilri§h£{

‘was the DDP.

| Mr. Johnston. Ana'fj
Mr. Karameséines. 'IAbecaﬁe tﬁé‘gbp;
Senator Schweiker. Who was theifép/AésigééDEJ;6:

Fitzgerald, who would have beedltigﬁt under tifgéergidy
Mr. Karaﬁessines. When he was DDééj S

Senator Schweiker. No, when he was in charge of the

special action.

Mr. Karamessines. The Cuban thing?

4
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Senator Schwelker. Yes.

Mr. Karamessines. I can't remember. YOu can get ‘it
easily enough, but I just can't remember.

Mr. Johnston. Were you aware in March and April of

1967 that the Inspector General's Office was conducting an

investiggtion of assassinations?

Mr. Karamessines. No, I was not.

Mr. Johnsten. And that they were talking to Mr.
Fitzgerald, who was your boss?

Mr. Karamessines. No, I was not.

Mr. Johnston. Were you aware of any information the

510 First Street, 5.E., Wasnington, D.C. 20003

FBI was receiving in 1967 regarding CIA assassination plots?
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Mr. Johns
.tions altogéthgr?
Mr. K&raﬁegsihés.

Mr. Johnston

v < 5

Mr. xaréﬁessisés;:“No}xI héye not;

Senator Schweiker. fhgy :egiiy céﬁp;;tmentalizeé'that
operation. - o 4

Mr. Johnston. Let me jusﬁ once again recap: Were you
knowledgeable of the course of the CIA investigation of the
Kennedy assassination? You have indicated throughout your
testimony today that:'you were kept abreast of those.

Mr. Karamessines. I was kept abreast of the activities

that were taking place to support the investigation being

~

conducted by the FBI and the Secret Servica of the Kennedy
Assassination. We were not conducting a separate, special

investigation of the Kennedy assassination. But we wers tryin

l
1
|
!
j
g

to éet as much information as possible from our overseas posts
that miéht throw any light whatever on who Oswald was and why
he killed the President, and who put him up to it if somebody
put it up to jt. And I was fully familiar with the fact that
we were knocking ourselves out trying to get to the bottom of
those questions./

Senator Schweiker. In your recollection again, who
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.believe. Everything wag == 1 don't want to use the worﬁ

within-CIA?

Mr. Karamessines. The Counterintelligence Stnff}‘I”

focun‘-nx

Senator SChWeike
plugged into them to the extent -

Mr. xaramessines. If they had anything at all to
contribute, number one. And number two, the CI Staff was

the senior staff and could have at any time have gone to SAS

and said, we want this and that and that, check your files and
give us this or that. They were the senior staff.
Mr, Johnston. Were you aware in 1963 --
Mr. Karamessines. Let me say~ one other thing. Mr.

angleton very properly would say, SAS had its own thing, and

;
i
I
i
3
|
i
e is sitting

1 didn't have much dealing with SAS. He didn't. H
. N .
up here somewhere. But Mr. Angleton doesn't always know what

the eight or one guys under him or doing, SAS and all these

others. But then thing float up to him. And he gets a report,
jet's say, on Oswald, or sonebody. 1t doesn't say, we have
got this from SAS'Ss files. He just sees a report, it came fron
the files.

So I can't fault Angleton for feeling as he does.

Senator Schweiker. I am not faulting him.

Mr. Karamessines. But. I do think that it is wrong

TOP SECRET
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business. Bécauée_itvislﬁQt true

mi sphere Division did.
you havg'tes;ifiéd:ﬁhat}fdﬁvébé't;gﬁgw,ﬁaﬁi éASlQid.n;,;
' Mr, Karaﬁé?siﬁeéﬁ? I:dié'néé Séy that I didrn't know what
they did. What I'didusay was ghat I waé certain thatvsAS
would have contributed from their files, or from agent contact
in Miami, to the effort that was being made. And this would be
true of any other of the operating divisions. We might have
had a reflection of some activity in Timbuktu, or in some
South American or African division.

Mr. Johnston. You have previously testifed that you
did not know about the meeting between Mr., Fitzgerald and
AMLASH.

Mr. Karamessines. I did not.

Mr. Johnston. &And you said you did not know that on
November 22nd a CIA case officer met again with AMLASH and
showed him a poison weapon to use?

Mr. Karamessines. I did not, no knowledge whatsoever.

Mr, Johnston. Do you know whether there was any

investigation made connected with any relationship between
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Mr, Johnston.?\ ould'it‘be a. rélevant

Mr. Karamessines.' Well,il don t know.
all that much about’ AMLASH.;
about AMLASH and the details of that operation to be able
to respond to that question.

cenator Schweiker. Going back to the structure of
understanding your functional definitioh of flow of lines of
authority, JMWAVE, ‘would-that have been under you, or SAS,
or how would JMWAVE have tied into this functional breakdown’

Mr. Karamessines. JMWAVE was the M;ami extengion;of
activity against Cuba headquartered in our Headqqarfers, which
took place == in the Cuban invasion, you know, they had a
stat;on down there, I don't know.wgether they called it JMWAVE
at that time or gave it some other name. DBut there was a
group down in Miami, in that area,.two or three groups,
probably, when they mounted the Cuban invasion in the Bay of
Pigs in 19617 And there continued to be an installation, one

or more installations like that, in that area down ther

at one point it was called JMWAVE, and at another point it may

TOP SECRET
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that the Special Affairs Staff,.was that in operation?

Mr. Karamessines.‘ Yes.

Senator Schweiker. So that would have been true. So the

overwhelming bulk would have come through SAS except:for
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coordination and some things ﬁhﬁt»might have been done jointl&
with a concurrent knéwledge kind of thing?

Mr. Xarameésiﬁes. Yoﬁ m-an from JMWAVE you are talking
about?

Senator Schweiker. Right.

The man in the picture at Mexico city, can you shed
iight on who that man in the picture was?

Myr. Karamessines. That was really a problem at the
I don't think we ever determined, did we? )

Senator Schweiker. Nobody seems to know.

Mr. Karamessines. And then there was a lot of fuss

about a picture being provided by the Bureau -- that was a big

£10 Fust Street, S.E., Washington, 0.C. 20003
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TThﬁge'is no p;oblem.bhgghat:

couldn't haveiaéce?é&iqédlw thiﬁfgd94wﬁé

. Mr QKaramé

.

Mr. ka;aheééiﬁés., It;iépf&véili;hat-uéq;ﬁai} ?é;ily.
Senator\Schwéikér" Bﬁtzysgzggie ;\iikﬁéniné 6§§iéé
inside you certainijicpﬁih;have fighreésbﬁgf: -

Mr. Karamessines;‘ I know, but that didﬁ't hear everything
that went on everywhere, |

Senator Bthweiker. But you could have pretty well
figured somehow whaﬁ.ﬁhere was that day just in business
transactions?' ‘

Mr. Karamessines. Not necéésarily._ Let's say it was

a local agency of some kind, and he had instructions, and his

instructions were, you go in and the receptionist will

recognize you, you just walk right by her or: him-and walk down !
the hall and go in Room 407. We don't happen to have a
1istening device in 407, and he comes and goes and all we do

is get a picture of him. We don't know who he is, Sometimes
we can fin& out who he is by Qorkihg with-the loéals. They
will help us. Other times {f he makes repeated visits, thqd

you have got a chance to surveil him as he leaves and see where
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"Johnston.

w b

t,'

o
3¥to" don
Y S
‘any’k#nd”gf”;nvés;iga'
yéu are aware_df?

Mr. Kar$mes§ines,. If 1 say I doﬁ{i"
not w}sh my aﬁswer to nggeg;ﬂ?ﬁat_ghe:e ﬁé;é%
simply me;ns that I do not reééil anf:':if'is‘iik81yféh;t there
were, but I don't remeqber them. V

Mr. Johnston. Any time did you receive an order from
Mr. Helms ér anyone else above you not to investigate a certain
area or a certain question?

Mr. Karamessines. Never.

Mr. Johnston. That is all.

Seﬁﬁtor Schwelker. That is all I have.

Mr. Johnston. He has never taken an ocaths
Senator Schweiker. We will do the first thing last.
We appreclate your cooperation. And just for formality'
sake we would like to swear you in.

Do you solemnlf swear that the testimony you have given
is the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth, so

help you God?

Mr. Karamessines. I do.
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Kafgﬁgssiﬁéé;fiokay, >
vMaéiéah; ‘T wgst to ask fdu'h few qbeétions:.Mr;
xargmessines, about a couple of areas that are involved‘
tangéntially with the AMLASH gituation, in that they tgke
place in the saﬁe time period, the first of which is with
regard to Howard Hunt. And as you may know, the Agency had
been trying to determiha.for sometime what Hunt's assignment
was in Spain in 1965, And that is the first area that I want
to ask you about. And my first quéétion would be, do you
yourself know what Hunt was doing whén he was assigned to
Spain?
Mr. Karamessines. Yes.
Mr. Madigan. As background I might recall for you that
he was as you know & staff employee up until June of 1965,
when he was assigned on a contréct basis over to Spain, until
November of 1966, a 14 month period. And .you were Assistant

ppDP, I think at the time.
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~ Ant1ci§§téa quite
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'Kind' of begin_

Y

omeone

flahgdége'qnd ﬁngi;h;peopfé,,qnd}who could
'5#§a§dn$biy_phés himsél 'fo’aQ'a"fetired former Service officer]

f£6r~ex§mb1é,_as Huﬁﬁﬂcthd
-did write. And Hunt fitted the bill, {t Goincided with
R v - te
a period in time when Hunt's services weren't being,.let's say.,

iwéite and

éagerly sought in other parts of the Difectorate.‘ And this
seemed good solution. And he was sent ﬁo Spain for just that
purpose.

Mr. Madigan.' and what was the purpose, to do what?

Mr. Karamessines. The purpose was to establish himself,

to f£it into the community, and hold himself available for

operatiohal tasks as they might be given him to do at some
point in time.
Mr. Madigan. Who did he report to?

Mr. Karamessines. He would report back to the offices

Madigan. Did
Karamessines.

Madigan. The
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Mr. Karamess%negf‘ During that period of.time? Ikdon 't
know. I just één}t récall. I know others of. our people daid.
But whether he did or not 1 don t recall.

Mr. Madigan. Were you aware that they were close friends
at the time?

Mr. Karamessines. I didn't know the Cubans all éhat

well., I do know that Hunt was very active in the invasion

of the Bay of Pigs thing in 1961. And I gather ARTIME was
active in that also. So he woﬁld have known ARTIME very well,
and he would have knéwn a group of several others very weéll.
Mr. Madigan. What is your informatioq or knowledge about
Hunt's being in effect blocked for a position over there at
that time by Weodward, who was then the Ambassador, because of

!
prior problems in Montevideo?' Does that ring a bell with you,
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or had you not heard of that?

Mr. Karamessines. I recall something like that, but I
don't remember the circumstances and details of it. I can't
throw any liqht on it. i

Mr. Madigan. pid he file any written reports with your |
!
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novels while he was over there?. .. -

‘He wrote'a ¢ ‘which were

Sag .

checked by us aﬁ‘Head&ﬁérﬁers

before they were sent to the

publishers.

Mr. Madigan. Was that part of the reason he was sent
over there?-

Mr. Karamessines. .Yes, that:was part of the reason he
‘was der there. As I indicated earlier, he had a job of

gsetting up out in the boondocks -~ he would act as a retired

Government Servicg fellow who wés supplementing his income by
conducting an activeaﬁusiness-which we could prove to the
vSpanish authorities if called upon to do so with a publishing
firm, that he was writing novels, books. And he did indeed
do that. And he wrote several books. I don't know how many
he wrote while he was in Spain. He may have written one or
two. '

Mr. Madigan. I think three.

Is that a normal practice with regard to: the Agency?

Mr. Xaramessines. No, it is not, because we don't have
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fits:or whatever. from his enterprise

would go back ;6 the Agéﬂcy,_whereasfin this case Hunt received

e o

all the royaltiesfﬁ#mself. Is there some p&rticular feason

for that?

Mr. Karamegﬁines. No, I don't recall what the arrange-
ments were. But I think the understandingi-was that if there
were any royaltiés of any significance we would talk about
how they should be split up.

Mr, Madigan{ Thg documents also indicate that he had
done some writing for Allen‘Dulles, and that this was sort

of a promise that had been made that he would be allowed to

go abroad and write books,
Mr. Karamessines. I am not familiar with that.
Mr. Madlgan. You never heard of that?

Mr. Karamessines. No, I am not familiar with that..

Mr. Madigan. Was his assignment over there in the
general course == did everyone or the key people know about it,
or was it some special assignﬁént that only yourself and a

few people knew?
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ith the-ngncoipeople?

'Did he do any work w

¥

Mr. Karamessines. No. We t?ied‘tg‘keep him away, from

P

the Franco people.

lgiikigg;

‘ 1i;uﬁhat”vﬁgE:Y6u meph?f;
Mr. Madigan{?iwﬁag gboﬁﬁftﬁé.oééoéiﬁion, ﬁhe»#ndéxground?
Mr, Karg@éss#ﬁes}. No;:he ﬁas‘ﬁgﬁ ins;fucﬁedltp go out

and seek contacts{iﬁé"ﬁas'iﬁstructed to hole‘himself réady
to servé as a serviciﬁ;’dépot, a safe house, an intermediary,
if we wanted him to be an intermediary, or if a station
spotted certain situations in which it could not ;;t-but had
to have somebody outside wﬁb could act, so that it wouldn't
rub off on the station, he would be available.for that kind
of task.

Mr. Madigan. The Chief of Station over there at the
time indicates that Hunt never did any operational assignementd
for him.

Mr. Karamessines. That is correct. )

- Mr. Madigan. So these theoretical items that you listed,

such‘as broviding safe house, and so on, he never did any of
those?

Mr. Karamessines. No sir. The occasion didn't arise

where he was called upon to do it. But he was place
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that contain the opinion that. as you

looked into this matter‘and found that there was no ope:ational

purpose for him- being over there, and that he was simply over

' there to write spy novels to increaoe the image of the Agency.
. xaramessines. Well, that would come from. individuali

who hadn't directly heard from Fitzgerald. I did. At the

time of Fitzgerald's encumbacy he had studies made, and they

were available at the Agency, and this was very far sighted

of him. Several of us felt that we ought to do this and

studied matters on the suggestion of situations and what we

would be confronted with as a Government and as an

about elght or

10 or 12, areas. And [::::}was practically at the top of the
list. He felt pretty strongly about it, and he felt this
would be one move where we would begin positioning ourselves
for the eventuality.

Mr. Madigan, What was the reason, then, that he was movd
out of there after a year?

Mr.. Karamessines. I think he wanted to come home, he

got tired of it and wanted to come home, if I recall
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Let me ask you some question

volenti. And you may have covered some of these in your

u have any knowledge while you were
i i

in the White House?
Mr. Madigan.' In the Motion Pictures?
Mr. Karamessines. None whatever.

Mr. Madigan. Do you know of any involvement between
the Agency and valentl concerning the assassination of ‘
President Kennedy?

Mr. Karamessines. None whatever, no information, no
knowledgg -

Mr. Madiéan. No meetings?

Mr. Kafamessines. No. What are they? I am curious.

Mr. Madigan. These are just a bunch of random qguestions

I have. I am trying to complete our record here.
In 1971 and 1972 periods do you have any dealings with

Cuban exile activities in Costa Rica in the DDP?

had. You don't mean personally, do you, you mean the DDP?

|

i

Mr. Karamessines. I don't recall any. But we may have |
' !

2

Mr. Madigan. Do you have any knowledge of any generallys?

Mr. Karamessines. I don't recall any myself.
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léarning of‘an effort in‘Plorida to

.n‘,‘ S

'65-'66 Spain‘§eriod,

did anyone in the DDP have any involvemeﬁt with this fellow
that I mentioned earlier, Manuel Artimé?

Mr. Karamessines. I never knew the man, never met him,

so I didn't have any involvement with him. And I can't tell
you now who in the DDP actually worked with him or handled
him or saw him or dealt with him. You mentioned earlier that
Hunt did, and I am quite sure that he did. I wouldn't be
surprised if Fitzgerald didn't know him pretty well, because
Fitzgerald had been intimate with Cuban activities.
And there would be a number of other DDP officers dating back
from the time of the Bgy of Pigs situation and before who
would have been ware of Artime or might have worked with him
or handled him. But I never did.

Mr. Madigan. Did you ever know ==

Mr. Karamessines. I wasn't in the States during that

period, remember that, I was overseas.
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‘Mr.. No, I am talking now about

of Pigs period,'whén'grt;ﬁe and all the,resé.of these.guys

came out of the woodwork, .and

5

“that is how they'éémé~6nj£he

blitzkrieg. I waéh‘;fong §f_ghe‘fellqws.ﬂvailab1;3

Mr.
‘périod?

Mr. Karamessines. Yes, I was in Heqaquarters then, yes.

Mr. Madigan. H#ve you any knowlédge whatsoever about
an effort to try to prombte tge Agency's iﬁage by having some
of these novels Hunt wrote made into motion pictures and
télgvision shows?

Mr., Karamessines. There'was a lot of thought going to
trying to push some of these CIA novels of Hunt's. But
nothing ever came of it as far as I know. I believe Mr.
Helms or somebody up the line decided'aqainst it.

Mr. Madigan, And you didn't have any personal dealings
with him? ) |

Mr. Karamessines. No sir, I did not.

You mean did I deal with the motion picture people?

Mr. Madigan. Or the TV people?

Mr. Karamessines. No sir, I did not.

Mr. Madigan. What time frame do you place

recollection hearing about this?
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«anything

that put into moving pictures" There would be epecuiation

once 1n awhile that the Dlrector or . something would say, the

Bureau does it, the Defense Department does it, and maybe we
ought to crank up a program or somethinq like that. And Hunt
used to think that this would be a good idea. And whether
he was in touch with some. people or not I just don't remember
now. He may well have peenr

Mr. Madigan. How do you know that Hunt thought it was
a good idea? Did he talk to you about it?

Mr. Karamessines. Sure, absolutely.

Mr. Madigan. That is all.

Mr. Johnston. That is all. thank you.

{Whereupon, the intefview was concluded at 4:25 p.m.)
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